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How the League advocates during the legislative session
1.  Before the session, we identify and prioritize our issues.  This list of priorities goes to the LWVNM board for approval.  Committee members are assigned to different issues.  In the 2021 session our Category A priorities are: Redistricting, Reproductive Rights, Revenue & Taxes, and Racial Justice/Equity.  There are other issues that we will always follow, such as Voting & Elections as well as Education.  If there is member interest in a bill and we have a position to support it, we can put it on our list.  We do not usually support unfunded mandates.
2.  We begin to follow the bills:  The Action Committee keeps a close eye on filings and brings new bills to the committee meetings.  They are put on the tracking sheet which is available on our website, https://www.lwvnm.org/Action/2021/LWVNM-tracking2021.html .   You can also follow bills you are most interested in through the tracking program our webmaster, Akkana Peck, developed,  https://nmbilltracker.com/login?next=%2F .   

3.  We read the bill and/or the Fiscal Impact Report (FIR) and the LESC analysis.  Bills are found by number at https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/BillFinder/Number and by sponsor at https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/BillFinder/Sponsor .  The FIRS and the LESC analyses are found on nmlegis.gov under Quick Links and then Downloads.  The FIR is often a very useful summary of the bill. Or if you wish to review all of the legislation filed you can go to https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation_List and hit “go”. It will list all legislation by number starting with the House and then the Senate. By clicking on the bill number you can find out its status and there are links to analysis (FIR) and other information.
3.  We write up a fact sheet on each major bill.  This is generally done by the person who has taken that bill on.  An example of a fact sheet is on page 3 of this document.  The italicized lines are what we say in committee hearings unless we have been called to be expert witnesses.  These lines come from our positions, local and state.  It is perfectly permissible to alter the wording slightly to make it clearer, more conversational, shorter or more effective as long as the basic meaning of the words does not change.  You can blend two positions into the same sentence if necessary.  Remember, shorter is better.  

4.  You can find which committee the bill will be in on the tracking sheet or on Akkana’s tracking program.  Here’s the link the committee page on nmlegis.gov: https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legtype=B&legno=230&year=21 
The committees are abbreviated first with H or S for House or Senate and then by the initials, which skip the second word of a phrase.  House State Government, Elections and Indian Affairs is HSEIC.  HCAL & SCAL refer to the House and Senate calendars.  Click on the committee name and there should be an agenda for the next committee meeting.  

5.  For a House committee, just sign on when the committee starts and raise your hand when they ask for those who wish to speak in support.  When they call your name, they will ask you to unmute and speak.  You can submit written testimony the day before.

6.  Senate committees are harder.  Generally, you have to sign on the day before.  The deadline is different for different committees.  Then they send you a Zoom link.  If you just want to observe, go to the Webcast link on the Home Page of nmlegis.gov.

7.  Here’s what we say, “Madame Chair (or Mr. Chairman), members of the committee, my name is _____________ and I’m speaking for the League of Women Voters of New Mexico.  We stand in strong support of this bill. (Then the League position)  Thank you.”  You can always put in “we would like to thank the sponsors for bringing this bill forward” or “we ask that you give this bill a Do Pass” before the final “Thank you.”  Committee members spend a lot of time listening to members of the public.  If you are concise, it’s easier for them.  Speak clearly and a little slowly.  Do not read—or don’t sound as if you’re reading.

Note:  If the chair of a committee is sponsoring the bill and the vice chair is presiding, you address the vice chair as “Madame Chair or Mr. Chairman” and not the chair.

8.  While a great deal of the time committee members vote along party lines, it can be useful to make a note of the ayes and nays.  Some of these legislators may well be on the next committee.

9.  WARNINGS:  Just because a bill is on the agenda does not mean that the committee will consider it on that day.  The order of bills on the agenda is often meaningless, the fourth bill may end up as first.  This is particularly true in Senate Rules where in non-COVID times confirmations would take precedence over anything.  Committees often start late and sometimes early.  Bills also morph throughout the session, acquire amendments, are gutted of their most essential elements or lose their funding source.
6.  Every Friday during the session there’s an Action Committee meeting at 4 pm.  To receive the link and other mailings, make sure you’re signed up at https://www.lwvnm.org/mailinglists.html .
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HB231 Legislative Priority —Voting & Elections 2021

LWVNM advocates for the protection of the right of every citizen to vote and for
methods that increase voter participation.

HB231 Native American Polling Place Protection Rep. Georgene Louis

The Issue:

The Indian Affairs Department indicates that “requiring tribal polling locations within the [...]
boundaries of Indian tribes, nations, and pueblos is the first step to ensuring adequate voting access for
tribal community members.”

Native American voter turnout is often low in part due to such obstacles as a lack of traditional mailing
addresses, difficulty in meeting voter identification requirements, unequal access to online and in-person
registration, denial of voter registration due to previous criminal convictions, physical distance from
polling locations, and a lack of registration opportunities at polling places.

What would the legislation do?

House Bill 231 amends the Election Code to provide protections for Native American voters by
specifying that a polling place located on an Indian nation, tribal, or pueblo land cannot be closed or
consolidated with other polling locations without the written agreement of the Indian nation, tribe, or
pueblo. The bill also requires at least one polling location within an Indian nation, tribe, or pueblo to
operate in the event that registered voters are unable to leave the Indian nation, tribe, or pueblo due to
public health concerns, regardless of whether voters residing outside the boundaries of the Indian nation,
tribe, or pueblo are able to access such polling locations.

Contact Information: Hannah Burling

hannahburling@gmail.com
505 603-1601
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HB231 Legislative Priority –Voting & Elections 2021

LWVNM advocates for the protection of the right of every citizen to vote and for methods that increase voter participation.

HB231 Native American Polling Place Protection  
Rep. Georgene Louis

The Issue:


The Indian Affairs Department indicates that “requiring tribal polling locations within the [...] boundaries of Indian tribes, nations, and pueblos is the first step to ensuring adequate voting access for tribal community members.” 

Native American voter turnout is often low in part due to such obstacles as a lack of traditional mailing addresses, difficulty in meeting voter identification requirements, unequal access to online and in-person registration, denial of voter registration due to previous criminal convictions, physical distance from polling locations, and a lack of registration opportunities at polling places. 

What would the legislation do?

House Bill 231 amends the Election Code to provide protections for Native American voters by specifying that a polling place located on an Indian nation, tribal, or pueblo land cannot be closed or consolidated with other polling locations without the written agreement of the Indian nation, tribe, or pueblo. The bill also requires at least one polling location within an Indian nation, tribe, or pueblo to operate in the event that registered voters are unable to leave the Indian nation, tribe, or pueblo due to public health concerns, regardless of whether voters residing outside the boundaries of the Indian nation, tribe, or pueblo are able to access such polling locations. 

Contact Information:   


Hannah Burling







hannahburling@gmail.com







505 603-1601


