SECTION 8. DISTRICT PLANS--REQUIREMENTS AND PROHIBITIONS

A. The committee shall develop district plans in accordance with the following provisions:
(1) congressional districts shall be as equal in population as practicable;
(2) state districts shall be substantially equal in population; no plans for state office will be
considered that have a total deviation of more than 10 percent
(3) the committee shall use the most recent federal decennial census data generated by the United States census bureau and may use other reliable sources of demographic data as determined by majority vote of the committee;
(4) proposed redistricting plans to be considered by the legislature shall not be composed of districts that split precincts; (There is a conflict in the CRC rules) note 1
(5) plans must comport with the provisions of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, and federal constitutional standards; plans that dilute a protected minority's voting strength are unacceptable; race may be considered in developing redistricting plans but shall not be the predominant consideration; traditional race-neutral districting principles shall not be subordinated to racial considerations;
(6) all redistricting plans shall use only single-member districts;
(7) districts shall be drawn consistent with traditional districting principles;
(8) districts shall be composed of contiguous precincts and shall be reasonably compact;
(9) to the extent feasible, districts shall be drawn in an attempt to preserve communities of interest
and shall take into consideration political and geographic boundaries, including the boundaries of Indian nations, tribes and pueblos; and
(10) in addition, and to the extent feasible, the committee may seek to preserve the core of existing districts. Note 2
B. The committee may incorporate suggested changes to its proposed district plans in accordance with public comments and testimony it receives, but shall not subordinate the requirements of Paragraphs (1) through (9) of Subsection A of this section in doing so.

C. When proposing or adopting district plans, the committee shall not:
(1) use, rely upon or reference partisan data, such as voting history or party registration data;
provided that voting history in elections may be considered to ensure that the district plan complies with applicable federal law; or (we need to explain) note 3
(2) consider the voting address of candidates or incumbents, except to avoid the pairing of
incumbents unless necessary to conform to other traditional districting principles. Note 4

Note 1 
SB304 -Section 8.A. (4) proposed redistricting plans to be considered by the legislature shall not be composed of districts that split precincts;
CRC Rules:
(8) districts shall be composed of entire precincts; provided that, a district plan may split precincts if and only if necessary to comply with the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended.

Note 2 – Preserving core of existing districts is in the interest of voters, not officeholders

Note 3
The CRC will not consider partisan data when drawing the plans. Research & Polling and the CRC attorneys will then review to assure compliance with federal laws

Note 4
This was not recommended language by the Redistricting Task Force (except the traditional principles part) – see below. We need to be able to talk about the difference.



RECOMMENDATION 3: USE OF TRADITIONAL PRINCIPALS WITHOUT FAVORING PARTIES OR INCUMBENTS Districts shall be drawn consistent with the traditional districting principles but must not be drawn to favor a political party or incumbent officeholder. a) The group places a high priority on this criterion. We rank it after criteria such as equal population and following the Voting Rights Act, but before criteria such as compactness, contiguity, and communities of interest, or possibly preserving cores of existing districts. b) Demonstration of following these criteria would do the most to ensure fairness and increase trust by the public. 
