 2025 Legislative Platform
to Protect & Support Immigrant Workers & Families 
DEFENSIVE & PROTECTIVE LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS:
1)     Privacy and non-disclosure of sensitive information and data: Limit the personal, sensitive information state employees can share with outside individuals and organizations, including the selling of personal information by the NM MVD via Lexis Nexis to DHS/ICE.
We do not have a position to support this. We may find out if another LWV has a position on privacy that we can concur with. We should have a general privacy position.
2)     A statewide non-discrimination policy to prevent the use of state and local resources to enforce civil and federal immigration laws. This would prohibit local law enforcement and probation officials from collaborating with ICE to deport New Mexican families.
This was the bill that failed on the Senate floor in 2024 – we need to find out why. We supported the bill.
ECONOMIC JUSTICE & WORKFORCE EQUITY PROPOSALS:
1)     Amending NMSA § 21-1-4.6, or the state’s non-discrimination policy to include adult workers to access in-state tuition and financial aid for credit and non credit training programs at community colleges. These proposed amendments would extend eligibility to in-state tuition and financial aid to more New Mexicans, including workers who want to participate in workplace training or obtain a certification within a high demand industry, such as childcare, home-based healthcare, construction and trades, or renewable energy. – not an immigration issue. May look at our Education positions
2)     An additional $6 million for the Adult Education Department within the NM Higher Education Department to provide more adult literacy, high school equivalency and English and a Second Language (ESL) classes, increase salaries to be on par with public school teachers, cover the cost of high school equivalency exams and open more HSE testing centers in rural areas.
We do avoid specific appropriations bills that are recurring unless necessary to a policy we support
3)     Additional state flexible funding for DWS and regional workforce boards to provide expanded support services to low-income workers enrolled in job training and certification programs, including immigrant workers currently left out of federal Workforce Innovation & Opportunities Act (WIOA) programs.????
4)     Legal Immigration Services: Create a fund for organizations to provide community education, support and legal representation for workers in deportation, adjustment of status, and citizenship cases, a dire need in urban and rural areas where immigration attorneys are scarce and costly. See point 5 in our position – we should support – this would be a new fund
5)     Economic relief for families with U.S.-citizen children, who lost their primary source of income due to I-9 audits, worksite raids or other immigration enforcement actions.  ???
6)     Amending the state’s Anti-Donation Clause to allow for direct payment to New Mexicans who are engaged in guaranteed income programs or other cash transfer programs connected with workforce development programs or other legislative sponsored initiatives. We have avoided supporting opening the anti-donation clause – slippery slope
7)     Dignity Not Detention Bill – we supported in the past
8)      U-VISA Law Enforcement Certification Bill – is this national?


Adopted, 2019)
LWVNM supports immigration policies that:
1. promote reunification of families;
2. meet the economic, business and employment needs of the United States;
3. provide due process for those facing political persecution or humanitarian crises;
4. provide for student visas;
5. ensure fair treatment under the law for all persons;
6. incorporate immigrants into our communities by providing access to education;
7. endorse the development of secure identification documents;
8. respect the right of state and local law enforcement personnel to perform their duties without the burden of enforcing federal immigration policies.
In transition to a reformed system, LWVNM supports provisions for unauthorized immigrants already in the country to earn legal status.

