Improvements in the New Mexico Legislature for 2027
Regular meeting times for committees
When Republicans took control of the House in 2015, they elected Don Tripp as Speaker.
Speaker Tripp instituted new rules on how the House was operated. Key points:
Committees would meet on time: Tripp came from Socorro so he understood that people come from distances to participate in the political process.
 	Here is how it was put into practice. Morning committees would meet at a designated 
           time. Then the full House would go into session and adjourn in time for the afternoon
           committees to meet at their designated times. Then the House would reconvene.
So the public could count on the committee meeting at a designated time.
These reforms were so popular with the public that when the Democrats took back control of the House in 2017, Speaker Egolf pledged to keep the process in place.
For the most part the House maintains the process, although there was some notable deviations in the 2026 session

The Senate has never instituted these reforms. The afternoon committees meet “30 minutes after the floor session” and that could mean anytime. 

The LWVNM should advocate that both chambers operate by the process instituted in 2015.
Remove obstructions for public participation

In the House you can show up at a committee meeting either in person on via Zoom and you can provide public comment. 
In some of the Senate Committees you need to pre-enroll either via email or in person at the committee office. Some committees require you do that 24 hours in advance. This limits the public’s ability to participate. The Senate committees should remove these obstacles.
Exception: on some issues there are many people who want to speak on a subject pro and con.
The committee chair may choose a limited number to speak on each side or in some cases just take a show of hands (in person or vitural)
Make a distinction on memorials
There are two types of memorials:

Recognition memorials recognize a day, a group or whatever, but does not require any further action.

Action memorials ask for some action on the part of the Legislature, state agency or some other entity. These could be a task force, a study or some other action. These memorials are only a request. But these types of memorials have been key in laying the groundwork for some important legislation.



