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Bottom of Form
Let’s state the obvious first: Gerrymandering districts for political advantage harms voters and democracies.
That’s because gerrymandering — drawing boundaries in a way that favors one group or another — allows leaders to choose their voters instead of the other way around. Gerrymandering protects both incumbents and the party in power.
Someday, when the chaos and partisanship of the current political moment has passed, the country must eliminate gerrymandering once and for all.
Erasing gerrymandering can start with congressional districts and continue through state legislative districts down to city councils, county commissions and school boards.
First, the nation must make it through the 2026 midterms, a period marked by partisan gerrymandering. The battle began last year when President Donald Trump told Texas Gov. Greg Abbott to redistrict Texas House seats to make them more amenable to electing Republicans.
The unprecedented midcycle redistricting — congressional districts generally are redrawn after the census — was unabashedly designed to gain five GOP seats in an already gerrymandered Texas.
Often Democrats will see such bold moves from Republicans and shake their heads and do nothing. This time, all-out war has occurred.
California successfully approved new districts — suspending redistricting by independent commission — last year, potentially creating another five Democratic-leaning seats. California currently has 43 seats held by Democrats and nine for Republicans.
This week, it was Virginia’s turn, where voters narrowly approved redrawn districts — again suspending an independent commission — to upend the balance of power. Currently, the Virginia House split is six Democrats to five Republicans. The newly drawn maps favor Democrats 10 to one.
Fair, they are not.
The new maps are on hold because of a ruling from a district judge, a decision being appealed to the Virginia Supreme Court. Florida still might redraw congressional boundaries, so a final tally on who won the redistricting war — in terms of electoral advantage in the midterms — remains to be seen.
Thankfully, California and Virginia will revert to redistricting by independent commission once the new maps expire in 2030. All-out war, yes, but temporary.
In New Mexico, the 2021 redistricting — which made the 2nd Congressional District more Democratic — was challenged in court by Republicans. The state Supreme Court allowed the boundaries to stand, holding that the new map might be partisan, but that tilt was not “egregious.”
An end to redistricting that is either partisan or overly protective of incumbents would benefit the nation. Primaries that aren’t deep red or deep blue would allow fewer extreme candidates to emerge victorious. Districts could remain competitive through November, with campaigns that allow for full debate on issues and greater engagement with voters. Congress — and the ability to govern — would benefit in the end.
Before that happens, the country must make it through the midterm elections. Despite Trump’s attempts to weight the scales for GOP House members, a fierce Democratic response has balanced the contest. The state of Indiana helped when its state Senate voted down a redistricting bill that favored Republicans late last year. GOP legislatures in Kansas, Nebraska and New Hampshire did not take up the issue at all.
It would be naive to hope that all involved have learned important lessons — most importantly, that partisan redistricting is the wrong approach.
Redistricting has been expensive. Money spent on redistricting campaigns, for or against, could have been channeled to electing candidates. Effort spent could be redirected not just to campaigns but to finding solutions for the pressing issues of the day.
Fighting one another, instead of seeking common ground, creates stalemate.
Once the dust settles, let Congress pass the Redistricting Reform Act. It would forbid midcycle redistricting and mandate independent redistricting commissions. The voters, not the politicians, would choose. That’s how it needs to be.
