PyroClassic Race Course Descriptions
Beginner/Cat3

9.1 miles

Starting elevation:  8600 ft.

Top elevation:  9400 t

Begin at Bull Barn/Race start, proceed up short spur to VC02, turn right
Proceed up VC02  .4 miles, turn left onto VC301
About 2 miles of steady climbing up main VC301, then  about 1.7 miles of neutral grade 

@ mi 4.0 leave established road as it turns left , turn right onto old logging road ( grassy at first, marked with blue flagging)

@ 50 yds, a tight right switchback follows into .8 miles of downhill grade, some bushwhacking required at the start
Intersect returning cat1 & 2 route at a switchback, turn right onto another old road bed

After climbing a short distance, it is about 2 miles of mostly downhill to intersection with VC301.  Proceed up the road (right) for about 200 ft., then down off the road to the left for another 1.4 miles of rolling, abandoned logging road.  As ranch buildings come into view, angle left at a brown trail marker, down through tall grass, around a fence corner, along fence and then follow markers right between two ranch buildings onto VC02.  Turn left and follow VC02 1.1 miles to the Bull barns road, turn right, 100 yds, to the FINISH.
Intermediate/Cat2/SS
17.8  miles

Starting elevation:  8600 ft.

Top elevation:  10,000 ft
Begin at Bull Barn/Race start, proceed up short spur to VC02, turn right

Proceed up VC02  .4 miles, turn left onto VC301
About 2 miles of steady climbing up main VC301, then  about 1.7 miles of neutral grade 

@ 4 miles pass Beginner/Cat3 cut-off that leaves the main road on the right, continue up main road

A stiff climb ensues for another 1 mile and then becomes a rolling route through meadows and fire scar, with spectacular views of the Valles Grande on the left.

After another stiff but relatively short climb, at about mile 7,  top out on the route at 10,000 ft.

A fast descent ensues on the north side of Redondito Peak, passing  through a large rock glacier and down to intersection with VC03 at mile 8.6.  

At  intersection, make a hard right switchback onto old abandoned  logging road.  Do not confuse this with the established road to the right which is the continuation of the Pro/Cat1 course
From here is a mostly down hill meander through lush, north side forest & meadows with some short, wet bog crossings.  Elk seem to abound in this 4  mile stretch - don't get run over!
Another sustained, but reasonable uphill grade ensues.  Near the top of this grade is the intersection with the Beginner/Cat3 course coming down on the right.  Keep left and continue on.

After climbing a short distance, it is about 2 miles of mostly downhill to intersection with VC301.  Proceed up the road (right) for about 200 ft., then down off the road to the left for another 1.4 miles of rolling, abandoned logging road.  As ranch buildings come into view, angle left at a brown trail marker, down through tall grass, around a fence corner, along fence and then follow markers right between two ranch buildings onto VC02.  Turn left and follow VC02 1.1 miles to the Bull barns road, turn right, 100 yds, to the FINISH.
Pro/Expert Cat1 Course
30  miles

Starting elevation:  8600 ft.

Top elevation:  10,000 f t

Begin at Bull Barn/Race start, proceed up short spur to VC02, turn right

Proceed up VC02  .4 miles, turn left onto VC301
About 2 miles of steady climbing up main VC301, then  about 1.7 miles of neutral grade 

@ 4 miles pass Beginner/Cat3 cut-off that leaves the main road on the right, continue up main road

A stiff climb ensues for another 1 mile and then becomes a rolling route through meadows and fire scar, with spectacular views of the Valles Grande on the left.

After another stiff but relatively short climb, at about mile 7,  top out on the route at 10,000 ft.

A fast descent ensues on the north side of Redondito Peak, passing  through a large rock glacier and down to intersection with VC03 at mile 8.6.  

At intersection, continue more or less straight onto the established road VC06.  Note the old logging road on your right as you come to the intersection, this is your return route later.   Proceed down VC06 , some ups and own for the next mile or so and then its down hill for another 3 miles along the east side of north/south Redondo Border.  Then the road angles left and drops down into the back meadows of Valle Seco.  At 6 miles from the last intersection, turn left onto VC08, down Sulphur Creek.  Another 1.5 miles down Sulphur Creek brings you to the Alamo Canyon junction.  This is the lowest point of the course, after 7 miles of mostly downhill, get ready for another climb.

Turn left up Alamo Canyon.  The grade is pleasant for the first 1.5 miles on an abandoned road bed, and then gradually increases to a stiff climb as you head Alamo Canyon. Caution; Prairie Dog crossing in the lower canyon.   The Alamo canyon ascent is 1000 ft.
Peak out on a saddle and then gradually gain elevation over the meandering, abandoned logging road for another .75 miles.  Drop down over the saddle a short distance to intersect the established VC06 road.  Turn right on VC06 and retrace your route about 2.5  miles to the VC06/VC03 intersection.  Turn down the old logging road just to the left of VC301 that is descending on the right.
From here is it is a mostly down hill meander through lush, north side forest & meadows with some short, wet bog crossings.  Elk seem to abound in this 4  mile stretch - don't get run over!

Another sustained, but reasonable uphill grade ensues.  Near the top of this grade is the intersection with the Beginner/Cat3 course coming down on the right.  Keep left and continue on.

After climbing a short distance, it is about 2 miles of mostly downhill to intersection with VC301.  Proceed up the road (right) for about 200 ft., then down off the road to the left for another 1.4 miles of rolling, abandoned logging road.  As ranch buildings come into view, angle left at a brown trail marker, down through tall grass, around a fence corner, along fence and then follow markers right between two ranch buildings onto VC02.  Turn left and follow VC02 1.1 miles to the Bull barns road, turn right, 100 yds, to the FINISH.
