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1 “The electric 
guitar I play, I 
made it myself, 

and I had it in 
parts, and the day 
my wife went into 
labor with my 
son, I went and 
finished it up. That 
guitar is going to 
be my son’s when 
he turns 18. She 
was in labor for 24 
hours.”

2 “The first 
song in this 
album is 

about a time I 
almost died on 
a motorcycle 
accident. It was on 
PCH (Pacific Coast 
Highway), and I 
flipped the bike 
over. I was inches 
away from going 
over the cliff.”

3 “I’m a New 
Mexican, and 
we go back 

400 years, plus on 
my Spanish side 
and Indigenous 
in there too. 
During the Great 
Depression, my 
grandfather lost 
his job. He landed 
in Los Angeles at 
the BFGoodrich 
tire plant and 
took his whole 
family out there. 
In the late ’80s we 
came back to New 
Mexico.”

4 “I drink white 
tequila and 
grapefruit 

juice.”

5 “Neil Young 
once played 
my guitar.”

Editor’s note: Venue Plus 
continues “In Case You 
Didn’t Know,” a weekly 
feature with fun tidbits about 
New Mexicans and their 
projects.
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Getting to the release 
of “Between the 
Devil and Me” has 
been a long haul for 

David Climaco Garcia.
“I started this just as the 

pandemic just was starting,” 
the Albuquerque-based 
musician said. “It feels so 
great to have the album out.”

The album was released 
Oct. 15.

Garcia’s been writing 
songs for about 30 years, 
but the impetus for the new 
album started with an online 
class he was taking at the 
Berklee College of Music in 
Boston.

“It was just to jump-start 
my writing,” he says. “As 
we were beginning the 
class, something about the 
environment was fertile. It 
was like every single song 
came out a full-fledged tune. 
It was like the pandemic 
gave me this urgency. It was 
about getting it done.”

During the 12-week course, 
Garcia worked on one tune 
for about two weeks.

Then the floodgates 
opened.

“As I rolled into summer, I 
wanted to record them with 
my normal band,” he says. 
“But we couldn’t get together 
or find time to get into a 
studio and record it. We tried 
to record at my home studio, 
but there were too many 

fights that we would have 
broken up.”

Then he met Bill Palmer 
and went to Howlin’ Dog 
Studio in Alamosa, Colorado.

At the studio, he found 
inspiration again.

“The studio is located just 
as the Rockies fork out,” he 
says. “The water is flowing, 
and it was just amazing.”

After arriving back in 
Albuquerque, he put the 
record on the shelf for a few 
months.

As he began track his 
vocals and guitar at his 
home studio, his mother 
began to fall ill.

“She was in the hospital 
for two weeks without 
anyone seeing her,” he says. 
“She was diagnosed with 
terminal cancer.”

Garcia’s mom moved in 
with his family, and they 
began another journey.

“I would split my time 
finishing the album with 
taking care of her,” he 
says. “When the album 
was finished, we went for a 
drive in the mountains and 
listened to the whole album 
together. Two days later, 
she was gone. I look at it as a 
huge blessing she got to hear 
it, because she was part of 
my journey with the album.”

Garcia says this album is 
different from the ones he’s 
released in the past.

“I put every bit of my 
ability in it,” he says. “It’s 
done professionally in every 
way.”

Garcia is waiting to 
perform live shows again. In 
the meantime, here are five 
things you probably didn’t 
know about him:

COURTESY OF BILL PALMER

David Climaco Garcia recorded 
his album in Alamosa, Colo.

COURTESY OF NIKELLE GARCIA

During the pandemic, David Climaco 
Garcia has spent a lot of time outdoors 
with his family.

COURTESY OF NICK TAURO

Albuquerque-based musician David Climaco Garcia has released his latest 
album, “Between the Devil and Me.”

Pandemic gave musician David Climaco 
Garcia ‘urgency’ to finish album

‘GETTING 
IT DONE’

IN CASE YOU DIDN’T KNOW WITH DAVID CLIMACO GARCIA

ONLINE
Albuquerque-based musician 
David Climaco Garcia’s 
latest album, “Between the 
Devil and Me” is available on 
Spotify and Bandcamp
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