




Report of Skiing in the Redondo Campground Area on Saturday, January 6, 2024
Michael Arndt and Sam Beard
On Saturday, January 6, Michael Arndt and Sam Beard skied two trails near Redondo Campground in preparation for the Ski Club outing that they will lead on January 13. Skiers who participated in the Club beginning class on Sandia Mountain on January 6 and experienced skiers will have the opportunity the ski the easy trails in this area. Michael and Sam skied 2.5 miles and checked the trails for snow conditions and fallen trees. They found about 8 inches of powder, but the snow was getting sticky in the sun by the time they left at 1:30.
The six craters found in the Redondo Campground area were caused by the explosive interaction of ground water with near-surface magma following the Banco Bonito eruption 40,000 to 50,000 years ago, the last eruption in the Valles Caldera. In these hydro-thermal events, the hot magma causes the water to flash to steam with enough force to cause the cooled volcanic rock to be violently ejected to form craters which can be up to 100 feet deep with a diameter of a few hundred feet. They are shown as depressions on the topographic maps of this area (circles with inside short tick marks).
The photos below show scenery, terrain features, and tracks that Michael and Sam set.
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San Diego Overlook parking area across NM-4 from Redondo Campground in the Jemez Mountains. 
The entrance to the campground is at the sign in the center of the picture. The ski trailhead is across the highway
 to the right of the blue campground sign on the highway shoulder. All photos by Sam Beard
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The campground entrance road is left of Michael, and the trailhead for the Loop Trail is through the gate on the right side of the photo.
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Redondo Campground Loop Trailhead on Old Highway 4 on the north side of the campground.
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The most difficult place on the Loop Trail is this descending turn below the highway at the top of the picture. I usually
demonstrate side stepping down the upper part of the turn and then skiing the lower part.
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Note the blue diamonds on the tree on the right indicating that the Twin Craters Trail goes to the left here between two small
craters created by a hydro-thermal event sometime after at the volcanic eruption in the Banco Bonito area.
Michael will lead the “fast group” to this trail on the Ski Club outing here on Saturday, January 13.
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The Twin Craters Trail turns to the right at this site near the highway on the left side of the photo.
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This trail passes through several groves of large ponderosa pines.
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The meadow on the north side of the loop trail.
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Snow-covered small conifer trees near where the trail turns to the south.
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A view of one of the Redondo Peak foothills.
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A survey bench mark on a steel post is in the lower part of the photo. The yellow signs indicate that the these are “witness trees”
that help locate the bench mark.
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The wooden post in the center of the picture is on the fence between the Santa Fe National Forest and the 
Valles Caldera National Preserve managed by the National Park Service. The large spaces between the trees on the left 
indicate that this forest has been thinned for forest health and to reduce the risk of wildfire.
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View of Redondo Peak above the boundary fence between the National Forest and the Valles Caldera Preserve.
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