



Report of Outing to West End of Coyote Call Area and Del Norte Pass Road
 in Jemez Mountains on Sunday, March 24, 2024

Sam Beard
On Sunday, March 24, Michael Arndt, David Torney, and Sam Beard skied at the western end of the Coyote Call Area and on Del Norte Pass Road (Forest Road 268). We parked in the first pullout on NM-4 one-quarter mile east of the Main Gate to the Valles Caldera National Preserve. We skied up the mountain on the south side of the highway looking for a road that we had skied recently, but we did not find this road in the blowing snow and with a snow depth of 24 inches. We then skied over a ridge and down the steep west side to Del Norte Pass Road. We skied up this wide Forest Service Road to a cattle guard at Del Norte Pass (elevation – 9190 feet) in a saddle 1.1 miles from the highway (elevation – 8700 feet). We turned around and enjoyed a long descent to the highway in a couple of inches of fresh snow. The temperature was near freezing all day.
Photos of the outing are presented below.
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We parked at the first pullout on the highway one-quarter mile east of the VCNP entrance. We then skied up the 
mountainside to the left, but could not find the road we skied earlier. All photos by Sam Beard unless noted otherwise
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Sam tying a pink flag on a burned tree on the ridge east of Del Norte Pass Road (Forest Road 268).
Photo by David Torney
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Michael Arndt and David Torney on Del Norte Pass Road after crossing the ridge at the west end of the Coyote Call Area.
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Sam and Michael on the log where we had lunch. Photo by David Torney
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Historic stone marker of the property line between the Baca Location No. 1 ranch and the Santa Fe National Forest.
This marker is now on the south boundary of the Valles Caldera National Preserve. It may have been
built by the CCC in the 1930s. Photo by Michael Arndt
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Michael and David at the cattle guard at Del Norte Pass at an elevation of 9190 feet. Note the continuation of Forest Road 268
across the center of the photograph.
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A segment of FR-268 leading to the north just past Del Norte Pass with Rabbit Mountain in the upper left corner of the photograph.
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View of the southwest corner of Valle Grande with South Mountain on the left and Cerro La Jara near the center of the photograph.
 Photo by David Torney
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Approaching the gate on FR-268 at NM-4 with Redondo Peak in the background.
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Skiing along the shoulder of NM-4 back to the vehicles parked at the first pullout.
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