


Rerouting a Segment of Steep Groomed Trail South of the First Crest Highway Switchback
 Below Ellis Trailhead on June 16, 2021

Sam Beard
June 17, 2021

On Wednesday, June 16, six FOSM volunteers cleared the trail corridor for the reroute of a steep segment of trail groomed by the Sandia Nordic Ski Club. This segment of trail is located about one-quarter mile south of the first switchback in the Crest Highway below Ellis Trailhead.

The length of the reroute was about 200 feet, and the minimum width was about 10 feet. Approximately 2 dozen trees with diameters ranging from a few inches to 15 inches were felled and moved out of the trail corridor. 

The volunteers were Dan Benton, Eric Russell, Steve Roholt, Don Carnicom, Cliff Giles, and Sam Beard.

Project photos are presented below.
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Steve Roholt in the lower segment of trail that was cleared by removing about four small trees and a few logs.
Photo by Sam Beard
[image: ]
Eric Russell moving away from his tree that is beginning to fall. Note the large
[bookmark: _Hlk74823992]number of trees in the trail corridor. Photo by Cliff Giles
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Dan Benton making a face cut on this aspen.
Photo by Cliff Giles
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Dan moving away from the falling cork bark fir that he has cut. Photo by Cliff Giles
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Dan low cutting an old stump to finish clearing his segment of the trail. L to R: Steve Roholt, Dan Benton, and Don Carnicom.
 Photo by Cliff Giles
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Dan starting a face cut in a small aspen.
Photo by Cliff Giles
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Dan moving away from the aspen that is falling. Photo by Cliff Giles
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Remaining trees to be felled in Eric Russell’s segment of the trail.
 Photo by Cliff Giles
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Eric felling one of the larger trees in the trail corridor. Photo by Cliff Giles
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Eric moving away as the tree begins to fall. Photo by Cliff Giles
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Steve Roholt using his pick-mattock to move a log.
 Photo by Cliff Giles
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Trees remaining to be felled in Eric’s segment of the trail. Photo by Sam Beard
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Eric’s segment of the trail after several trees were felled. L to R: Cliff Giles and Eric Russell.
Photo by Sam Beard
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Steve Roholt in a segment of trail cleared by Eric and Dan. Photo by Sam Beard
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The trail rerouting crew. L to R: Eric Russell, Steve Roholt, Sam Beard, Don Carnicom, and Dan Benton.
 Photo by Cliff Giles
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We were working at the location indicated by the yellow print at the bottom center
of the lower map. Map by Cliff Giles
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June 16, 2021 — Clearing trees for Sandia Nordic Ski Club
(Numbers indicate photo ID and time of day)
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