




FOSM Report of Processing Fuel Wood from Felled Hazard Trees This Year in Nine Mile
 and Balsam Glade Picnic Areas on Wednesday, July 14, 2021

Sam Beard, July 15, 2021
On Wednesday, July 14, twelve FOSM volunteers completed limbing, bucking, splitting, and hauling four cords of fuel wood from hazard trees felled this year in Nine Mile and Balsam Glade Picnic Areas. 
Photographs below show the steps that the volunteers go through in converting the felled trees into fuel wood. Fortunately, three changes in the process made it possible to produce four cords of fuel wood on Wednesday. Splitting the exceptionally large rounds was made much easier and faster by using Lou Romero’s gasoline-powered hydraulic splitter. Manny Chavez, the SRD Maintenance Supervisor, used the skid steer to load some of the large heavy rounds on the splitter in Balsam Glade PA. Splitting some of the largest rounds into quarters was made easier and faster by the use of a recently purchased FOSM ripping chain on a Husqvarna chain saw with a 24-inch bar to cut deep scores in the largest rounds.
In addition to providing many photographs of the project, Cliff Giles made a video of the process that may be viewed by using the following link:
: https://youtu.be/5X4p8WSANKc
The volunteers working on Wednesday were Joe Meade, Jory Meade, Tami Jo Meade, Lou Romero, Dan Benton, Eric Russell, Jerry Carroll, Dennis Crowther, Sim Cook, Steve Roholt, Don Carnicom, Cliff Giles, and Sam Beard.
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Dan Benton bucking a log at the upper parking lot in Nine Mile Picnic Area. 
Photos by Cliff Giles unless noted otherwise
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Jerry Carroll bucking a felled hazard tree that was cut a few months ago.
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Eric Russell bucking a log in Nine Mile Picnic Area.
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L to R: Tami Jo Meade, Dennis Crowther, Sim Cook, Joe Meade in trailer, Jory Meade at log splitter
In upper parking lot in Nine Mile PA. Sam Beard limbing a small log. This load of firewood was hauled
to a Mountain Christian Church Wood Ministry wood lot west of NM-14 and a little south of the Triangle.
[image: ]
L to R: Jory, Dennis, Tami Jo, and Sim Cook splitting a round with Lou Romero’s log splitter.
[image: ]
Michael Arndt in the lower part of Balsam Glade Picnic Area where Kerry Wood felled tis 36-inch diameter pine hazard tree with two trunks in the upper part. Picture was taken a few weeks ago before any logs were bucked and no slash had been removed. Photo by Sam Beard
[image: ]
FOSM crew bucking approximately 24-inch rounds on the two upper trunks of the very large hazard tree. This tree was a hazard
tree, because one of the trunks was dead. L to R: Jerry Carroll, Dan Benton, Eric Russell, Steve Roholt, and Dennis Crowther.
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L to R: Eric Russell beginning to buck one of the largest rounds with the FOSM Stihl Model MS460 chain saw with a 28-inch bar; Steve Roholt 
observing; and Jerry Carroll preparing to buck another very large round. In the background are the USFS truck and trailer that Manny Chavez’s
crew of seasonal employees was using to remove slash after the SRD chipper stopped running on Tuesday.

[image: ]
Dan Benton is using the FOSM Husqvarna 372XP chain saw with a ripping chain on the 24-inch bar to quickly deep score the large heavy round so that
it will be easier to split manually with steel wedges and sledge hammers. The quarter-size pieces could be rolled down to the splitter. In the background
are Jerry, Eric and Steve.
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Dan resting after deeply scoring the large round that Steve is preparing to split with steel wedges and a sledge hammer.
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An SRD seasonal young man who enjoyed splitting the large rounds.
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Manny Chavez, SRD Maintenance Supervisor, using the skid steer to place a large heavy round on the splitter. Manny was using
the skid steer to load large piles of slash on a large trailer to take it to the Tijeras Transfer Station, because the chipper was not running.
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An overview of the wood processing operation. L to R: Don Carnicom, Joe Meade, Sim Cook, and Lou Romero are loading the split
logs in the trailer; Jory Meade is putting a log in the splitter, Tami Jo is operating the splitter, and Dennis Crowther is helping at the splitter.
Three members of Manny’s crew are cleaning up a slash pile and will haul the slash to the trailer in wheelbarrows.
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Two cords of fire wood are loaded on the trailer and pickup. Jory, Tami Jo, and Joe are fastening down the tarp over the 
pickup load. Photo by Sam Beard
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The FOSM crew after the project was completed. L to R: Tami Jo and Jory Meade, Sam Beard, Dan Benton, Joe Meade, Dennis Crowther.
Steve Roholt, Don Carnicom, Lou Romero, Jerry Carroll, and Eric Russell. 
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“Before” photograph of the wood processing site a few weeks ago. Photo by Sam Beard
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“After” photograph of the site after the FOSM crew processed the wood and Manny’s crew removed the slash. Photo by Sam Beard
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