



FOSM Report of Graffiti Removal in CCC Water System Canyon 
by TTYL/YCC Crew on Friday and Saturday, September 24 and 25, 2021

Sam Beard
September 25, 2021

On Friday and Saturday, September 24 and 25, 2021, the TTYL/YCC (Talking Talons Youth Leadership/Youth Conservation Corps) crew removed graffiti from two locations in the CCC Water System Canyon just east of the La Luz Trailhead parking lot. This work was the FOSM project on National Public Lands Day today.

In the 1930s, the CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps) constructed Juan Tabo Picnic Area and included an extensive water system. They constructed a large concrete cistern about 100 feet east of La Luz Trailhead parking lot with buried galvanized pipes connecting it to the water source up the canyon about 1/5 mile. The water source was a dam reservoir located just above an eleven-foot waterfall. The reservoir behind the dam is now filled with silt. Recently the Sandia Ranger District (SRD) found graffiti at two locations in the canyon and requested that FOSM remove them. The TTYL/YCC crew was scheduled to work with FOSM on Friday and Saturday, and their project for these days was removal of this graffiti. 

The graffiti removal chemical is applied three times with a waiting period of 3 minutes between the applications to give time for the chemical to dissolve the paint. Frequently, it helps to scrub the wet area with brushes with plastic bristles to improve the removal of the paint. After the paint is dissolved, the chemical and paint mixture is removed by applying water with a brush or the FOSM battery-powered low-pressure washer. Usually, it is not possible to remove all the graffiti; therefore, some color remains on the stone as you will see in the photographs below. A few gallons of the chemical and water were carried by the volunteers from the parking lot to the site of the graffiti. 
The crew members and FOSM members working on this project were Jerry Pekarek, Sam Beard, Seth Castillo, Rios Fernandez, Orion Francis, Blake Dimon, and Caleb Castillo.
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Rios Fernandez, TTYL/YCC crew member, standing at the west end of the CCC water system cistern just east of La Luz Trailhead Parking Lot.
This graffiti removal work was the FOSM project on National Public Lands Day. All photos by Sam Beard
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Eleven-foot waterfall in CCC Water System Canyon. The dam for the water system
is just above this waterfall.
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The Friday crew standing in the canyon bottom just below the waterfall. L to R: Rios Fernandez, Blake Dimon,
 Seth Castillo (TTYL/YCC crew leader), Caleb Castillo, and Jerry Pekarek (FOSM member).
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Jerry standing beside the location where he removed some blue graffiti. The SRD provided the hazardous materials coveralls and latex gloves.
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Orange and black graffiti on the north side of the canyon.
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Rios applying graffiti remover with a small brush.
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Most of the graffiti in the above photograph has been removed.
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Blue graffiti on the west side of the boulder in the above photo.
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Seth is applying graffiti remover on the blue graffiti.
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Most of the blue graffiti has been removed.
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Very large graffiti on the CCC water system dam above the waterfall.
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Jerry’s rope was used to move materials and supplies to the upper level so the crew could work on the very large graffiti
on the CCC water system dam.
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The TTYL/YCC crew applying remover on the graffiti on the dam.
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The crew removed enough of the graffiti on the dam so that the letters are no longer legible. 
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The project on Saturday was removing this very large graffiti on the canyon wall a short distance below the waterfall.
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Using a rope to move a bag of latex gloves up to the work area that is about 18 feet above the canyon bottom.
[image: ]
Applying graffiti remover to the green figure and the white writing.
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Using water in a bucket and large brush to wash the dissolved paint from the rocks.
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A photograph with a telephoto lens showing the cliff area with most of the graffiti removed.
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The canyon wall showing where the graffiti was removed.
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The crew having lunch after the project was completed.
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The TTYL/YCC crew that worked on Saturday. L to R: Blake Dimon, Seth Castillo, Rios Fernandez, Orion Francis, and Caleb Castillo
in front of a very large Rocky Mountain juniper.
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