

Report of FOSM Donation Wood Bucking, Splitting, and Hauling in Cienega Canyon
Picnic Area on Wednesday, May 4, 2022

Sam Beard
On Wednesday, May 4, fourteen FOSM volunteers processed two and one-half cords of woof for the Mountain Christian Church Wood Ministry that donates wood to needy families in the East Mountain area. The volunteers worked in two areas in the picnic area – Between the two lower restrooms, one crew bucked a Rocky Mountain juniper into several pieces and another crew bucked five long logs that had been moved down to be near the road. The crew bucked the logs into over 40 rounds that ranged in diameter from 24 inches to 10 inches.
The other crew at Cienega Spring above the upper parking lot used Lou Romero’s power splitter to split about 2.5 cords of wood into pieces that were light enough for one person to handle. This wood was moved from near the spring down to the parking lot on four wheelbarrows and one large 4-wheel wagon. These pieces were loaded onto Joe Meade’s pickup and large trailer and were hauled to the Wood Ministry wood lot on Sandia Haven Road south of the Triangle and west of NM-14 south. Additional split wood was loaded onto Jerry Carroll’s pickup and taken to the wood lot. The SRD donated this wood to the church wood ministry. Due to the Stage 2 fire restrictions the splitter and chain saws were not operated after 10 am.
After Joe’s truck and trailer returned to Cienega PA, approximately 40 rounds of Ponderosa pine and several pieces of Rocky Mountain Juniper wood were loaded on the trailer and hauled to Joe’s house in the North Valley.
The hardworking volunteers were Lou Romero, Joe Meade, Jory Meade, Tami Meade, Lou Romero, Dan Benton, Sim Cook, Tony Pachelli, Eric Russell, Don Carnicom, Michael Arndt, Jerry Carroll, Sam Beard, and Byron Garner.
Project photographs are presented below with more narrative.
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Jory and Tami Meade splitting large quarter-rounds into smaller pieces that are easier to handle. 
All photos by Cliff Giles unless noted otherwise.
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Sim Cook resting after loading wheelbarrows with split wood.
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Dan Benton loading split wood into a wheelbarrow with Joe Meade, Lou Romero, and Eric Russell in the background.
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L to R: Joe Meade stacking wood in his trailer while Sim Cook and Tony Pachelli are at their wheelbarrows.
[image: ]
Joe Meade stacking wood in his trailer.
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L to R: Dan Benton, Eric Russell, Jory Meade, Lou Romero, and Tami Meade at Lou’s power splitter.
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Joe Meade’s truck and dump trailer loaded with two cords of donation wood for the wood ministry. Photo by Sam Beard
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Thirty rounds between the two lower restrooms were so large that they had to be rolled from the creek bed to the shoulder
 of the picnic area road. Jerry Carroll has bucked two pieces and is preparing to roll them to the road. Photo by Sam Beard
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Byron Garner is bucking the small log in the creek bed. Don Carnicom is ready to roll the log so that Byron can cut the other side.
Photo by Sam Beard
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Byron Garner and Michael Arndt resting on the large rounds and waiting to load them on Joe’s trailer.
Photo by Sam Beard
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Some of the other large ponderosa pine rounds. This large tree blew over on the adjacent hillside after the surrounding trees were
felled during the thinning of the area. Photo by Sam Beard
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The FOSM crew loading about ¾-cord of large Ponderosa pine rounds onto Joe’s trailer at the lower site. 
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