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This 17-inch diameter fir tree had fallen across and along Crest Trail 130 about a mile north of the trailhead. In addition to cutting away numerous branches, several cuts were needed to remove the tree and the aspen that fell across it. Tony is cutting while Jerry and Silke await their turn. Due to the size of this tree it took the crew nearly two hours to remove it.
[image: A group of people in the woods

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]

Cleve and Bob use the crosscut saw to begin the major cuts.
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Byron and Tony start work to remove the fallen aspen tree.
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The fallen aspen has been removed. Jerry provides some scale.
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Cleve nears completion of the final cut on the big tree.

[image: A group of people standing in a forest

Description automatically generated with low confidence]

At last! The big tree has been cut away and the trail is clear. Monday’s crew (left to right) Silke Bletzer, Jerry Pekarek, Byron Garner, Tony Pachelli, Bob Lowder and Cleve Sharp. (Not pictured – Jamey Browning) 
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Not all the trees removed Monday were giants. Cleve cuts away this 4-inch diameter tripping hazard from Crest Trail 130.
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The cut section begins its short flight back into the forest.
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This 18-inch diameter fir had fallen over Crest Trail 130.
The trunk of this tree extended out over the hillside to
the left of the photo and was suspended some 25 feet in
the air. This tree was located about 1.5 miles from the trailhead.
(Photo looking south)

[image: A picture containing outdoor, tree, ground, person

Description automatically generated]

Tony working on the cut to remove the upper portion of the fallen tree shown in the previous photo. (Photo looking north)
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Jerry inspects the cut-away bottom portion of the big fallen tree. (Photo looking south)
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Monday’s featured wrestling match – FOSM Trail Maintenance Crew vs. Root Ball End of Large Fir Tree.
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Wrestling match was no contest. Although the root ball end of the big tree put up a valiant effort, it was soundly put in its place. The crew (from left to right) Bob Lowder, Jerry Pekarek, Tony Pachelli, Jamey Browning, Byron Garner and Cleve Sharp. (Not pictured – Silke Bletzer)
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This nasty looking branch had broken off the large tree in the background and was protruding into the trail. It was cut and removed from the trail.
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This fallen 12-inch diameter aspen tree was suspended over
Crest trail 130.
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The fallen aspen has been cut away. It was rolled off the trail to the right. The protruding pointed broken section of the trunk was cut off.
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Dave Galbraith had cleared most of this trainwreck on 
Crest trail 130. He had to leave the 15-inch diameter fallen
fir in the background for the “big saws”. Note the large
widow maker looming over the trail in the background. It 
was balanced like a teeter-totter at mid-point on a tree.
It was not above the work area. It was roped and safely removed.
Our crew did some clean-up and fine tuning.
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OK – What are we going to do about this??
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The trail is clear.
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Continuing north on Crest Trail 130, the crew encountered this enormous trainwreck made up of a fallen 28-inch diameter green porcupine fir and assorted accomplices. It completely obliterated the trail. Due to its density and width, it appeared that it would take hours to remove the blockage, plus, it was getting late in the day. A walk-around had started to develop. The crew decided to construct a sustainable reroute around the tangle. 
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This shows the south end of the reroute.
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