





Report of Projects (1) at Pine Flat Picnic Area to Fell a Hazard Tree
and Complete the Installation of New Picnic Table Benches,
 and (2) Installation of a New Sign at the Cienega PA/Sulphur PA Road Intersection
 on Wednesday, August 31, 2022

Sam Beard
On Wednesday, August 31, eight FOSM volunteers worked on two projects at Pine Flat Picnic Area: (1) Removing a tall dead ponderosa pine and (2) completing the installation new picnic table benches. At the junction of Cienega PA and Sulphur PA roads, the volunteers installed a sign ordered by Don Carnicom months ago. Don also modified the sign support to accommodate the new large sign.
The volunteers working on these projects were Don Carnicom, Dan Benton, Jerry Carroll, Dennis Crowther, Sim Cook, Joelle Hertel, Cliff Giles, and Sam Beard.
Project photos with additional narrative are presented below.
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Dead 21-inch ponderosa pine hazard tree in Pine Flat Picnic Area.
All photos by Cliff Giles unless noted otherwise
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Jerry Carroll starting his face cut.
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Pine falling as Jerry moves away.
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Pine is falling toward the left corner of the picture. Sim Cook was standing 
in the road from NM-337 to the picnic area beyond where the tree top would fall. 
Note the edge of the stop sign at the upper right corner of the picture.
Photo by Sim Cook
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Jerry at the stump after felling this large tree between the highway and the picnic area.
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Jerry limbing the tree.

[image: ]
L to R: Sim Cook, Dennis Crowther, and Jerry Carroll. Sim and Dennis are handing wood to Jerry who is stacking it in his truck.
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Joelle is using her battery-powered reciprocating saw to cut through a damaged bench as part of the process
 to remove the bench so that a new one can be installed. Photo by Sam Beard
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L to R: Don Carnicom, Dan Benton, and Joelle Hertel. Don and Dan are working on installing
 the new 3x12x96 pressure-treated bench. 
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Joelle and Sam installed this bench in the northwest group of tables. The left end of the bench is secured
 with two carriage bolts and a chain that goes under the concrete support. The channel under the concrete
was difficult to dig due to rocks in the soil. The right end of the bench is secured with one 1/2x3-inch hex head bolt.
Photo by Sam Beard
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The new benches were usually secured with two 1/2x3-inch hex head bolts. The head of the bolt is shown a countersink so
that visitors do not sit on a protruding bold head. This countersink was later filled with brown caulk. A filled countersink 
is shown of the right side of the photo. Photo by Sam Beard
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The filled countersink is marked with a pink ribbon so that a visitor may notice the soft caulk and not sit on it.
Photo by Sam Beard
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A new bench that has been painted. Photo by Sam Beard
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The wet paint is marked with a pink ribbon. The work on Wednesday completed the installation of 14 new benches at Pine Flat PA. 
The FOSM Paint Crew will begin painting all the benches next Tuesday. Photo by Sam Beard
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The original sign at the road junction where the road to the right goes to Sulphur Canyon Picnic Area and the road
to the left goes to Cienega Canyon Picnic Area. Don Carnicom was the project leader who ordered a new sign
with arrows pointing to each of the picnic areas. This photo shows the new timber on the right that will 
support the right end of the new sign. 
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Don and Dan Benton are installing the new sign.
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Don and Dan at the completed sign. Note the lower Department of Agriculture sign and the USFS shield.
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The completed sign purchased with FOSM funds.
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