





Report of FOSM Project to Chip Slash Piles in Three Picnic Areas
on Wednesday, September 14, 2022

Sam Beard
September 15, 2022

On Wednesday, September 14, six FOSM volunteers, one Sandia Ranger District volunteer, and two SRD employees chipped numerous slash piles (branches and small trees) in Cienega, Sulphur, and Doc Long Picnic Areas. The slash was the result of limbing felled hazard trees and forest thinning operations. The slash was dragged out of the forest to the road where the chipper was parked. Along Cienega PA Road, the slash was pulled out of the tall grass on the shoulder where it had lain for several years since the last chipping project. FOSM appreciates the cooperation of the SRD employees who drove the truck and operated the chipper.

Project photos are presented below.
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Sandia Ranger District Vermeer chipper on the road to the Cienega Picnic Area Group Area with piles of slash (branches and small trees)
 that were pulled out the forest. This slash was the result of recent thinning in this area. All photos by Sam Beard
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Forest Service pickup and chipper coming down Cienega PA Road. Note the brown cloud of chipped wood coming out of the chipper
over the pickup cab.
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Chipping slash near the lowest restroom in Cienega Picnic Area.
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Chipping slash on the road between Cienega PA and Sulphur PA.
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Chipping slash on the Old Crest Road in Doc Long Picnic Area. Three large piles of slash were the result of felling and limbing a 24-inch diameter
Rocky Mountain juniper hazard tree to the right of the picture.
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Feeding slash into the chipper. The chipper is powered by a diesel engine at the front end.
 Chipping slash is a noisy, dusty, and potentially dangerous operation.
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L to R: Chipping crew members were Don Carnicom, Eric Russell, Donald, Sara, Dennis Crowther, Jerry Pekarek, Jerry Carroll, and Manny Chavez.
Donald is an SRD volunteer, and Sara and Manny are employees. Sam Beard is not shown.
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