





Report of the FOSM Project to Clear a Corridor for the Construction
 of the Challenge Trail Extension near the Culver under the Crest Highway
 in Tejano Canyon on Wednesday, November 30, 2022

Sam Beard
On Wednesday, November 30, six FOSM volunteers worked on a project to clear a 6-foot-wide corridor for the construction of the next segment of the Challenge Trail Extension. This area is located approximately 1.5 miles up the Crest Highway from Doc Long Picnic Area.
The most difficult part of the project was clearing the corridor in an extremely dense grove of small white fir trees growing on a large berm of soil and rock. The location is defined in the map below. In this area, it was initially very difficult to find the edge of the old road in order to clear the corridor in the desired location. 
Photographs and additional narrative are presented below.
The volunteers were Don Carnicom, Sim Cook, Jerry Carroll, Dan Benton, Eric Russell, and Sam Beard.
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(Note: On this rotated map of the area, north is to the right.) The route of the Challenge Trail Extension is indicated by the red line
 on this Google Earth satellite photograph. Segments of the gravel-covered Old Crest Road are shown as a light-colored line parallel to the red line. In this report of the work done on Wednesday, November 30, two land marks are of interest. First, the very large culvert under the Crest Highway is located at the switchback on the right side of the photograph. The second land mark is the 100-foot-long green tree-covered segment of the Old Crest Road located about 100 feet south and slightly west of the culvert at the switchback. At this second land mark, the old road is covered by soil and rock berms on which is an extremely dense grove of small white trees. Note: The 200-floot scale is shown in the lower right corner of the map. All photos by Sam Beard unless noted otherwise.
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An earlier picture showing Michael Arndt at the south side of the large berms covered by a dense grove of white fir trees.
These soil and rock berms are 3 to 4 feet high and were probably dumped on the old road when the current highway was constructed.
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 Jerry Carroll on the cleared corridor south and west of the culvert.
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 Jerry Carroll on the cleared corridor south and west of the culvert. The small tree trunks were cut at a height of about 4 feet
 so that they can be used as handles when the construction crew removes the roots. Note that the edge of the old road bed can be seen
 on the right side of the photo under the pink flag.
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Sim Cook on the cleared corridor about 100 feet south and west of the culvert. Note how dense the forest is on the left side of the corridor.
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The very large culvert (diameter over 12 feet) under the Crest Highway in Tejano Canyon (Texan Canyon).
Photo by Dan Benton
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Jerry Carroll cutting logs at the beginning of the trail segment south and east of culvert (in background) and going toward Bill Spring Trail.
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Jerry and Don Carnicom working south and east of the culvert and going toward Bill Spring Trail.
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Dan Benton of the corridor going toward Bill Spring Trail.
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Cleared corridor. Photo by Dan Benton
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Another segment of cleared corridor. Photo by Dan Benton
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