Report of FOSM Projects to Move Slash Down to Tree Spring Trailhead Sidewalk for Chipping Later
And Cleaning Wildlife Drinker at Tree Spring on Tuesday, June 6, 2023

Sam Beard and Lou Romero
June 9

On Tuesday, June 6, seven Talking Talons Youth Leadership/Youth Conservation Corps (TTYL/YCC) crew members, Lou Romero, and Sam Beard completed a project to move branches (slash) from a fallen tree to the sidewalk at Tree Spring Trailhead. This slash will be chipped later by Manny Chavez, SRD Maintenance Supervisor, and FOSM volunteers. The large Ponderosa pine had fallen several months ago. 

The visit to the historic ski site just NW of the Tree Spring Trailhead was used as an “Imagineering” exercise to illustrate how an individual or small group came up with an idea to find a suitable place in the Sandias to practice skiing when no other ski areas existed in NM.  The idea grew into the La Madera ski run and lodge.  Eventually, after WWII, the idea expanded to become Sandia Peak ski area as it is known today. The idea ultimately also grew to create the Sandia Tram.  

The TTYL crew was directed to hike the perimeter of the slope, discover remnants of concrete foundations and “imagine” what was taking place at that location between 1937 and 1940.  The arrived at a consensus about what they “imagined” and presented the scenario to Sam and Lou, who then offered their version based on the references they have studied.

The purpose of the Imagineering exercise was to stimulate creativity and enthusiasm for each individual crew member to articulate two personal goals they will work on during their 9-week 2023 season with TTYL.  

[bookmark: _Hlk137215294]After completing the Tree Spring Trailhead project and the visit to the oldest ski area in N. M., everyone moved down the Crest Highway about one-quarter mile and hiked a short distance to the actual Tree Spring in a small canyon above the highway. Here the crew members cleaned out a wildlife drinker and visited the site of the spring and the CCC stone wall on the upper side of the spring. The Old Crest Road bed lies several feet above the stone wall. The TTYL/YCC crew members were Jared Moyers, Crew Leader, Kineo Memmer, Assistant Crew Leader, Olivia Lopez, Ella Cook, 
Levi Gloetzner, Mari Salley, and Robbie Larrison. 

Project photographs are presented below.
[bookmark: _Hlk137215653][image: ]
TTYL/YCC crew members bring the last of the slash to the Tree Spring Trailhead sidewalk. All photos by Sam Beard
[image: ]
Slash piled along the sidewalk will be chipped later.
[image: ]
The piles of branches that were cut from the trunk of this large Ponderosa pine have been moved to the sidewalk.
This tree fell during high winds several months ago.

[image: ]
The TTYL/YCC crew that moved these many branches down to the sidewalk for chipping later.

[image: ]
After finishing the slash piles, we held a 2-hour field seminar on a variety of topics: crosscut care and use by Sam Beard; history 
of the Pulaski and its use; fire line digging and what you do not see on TV firefighting images; Forest Service careers; resume preparation;
 navigating the job application processes, etc.
[image: ]
After completing the slash moving project at Tree Spring Trailhead and visiting the site of the first ski area in N. M., the crew moved 
about a quarter-mile down the highway to the site of the actual Tree Spring. Levi is beginning to remove dirt from the wildlife drinker
 made with half of a 55-gallon steel drum set in concrete.
[image: ]
Levi is throwing the dirt from the drinker into the grass. The culvert under the Crest Highway is in the background.
[image: ]
Crew members are hiking up the hillside toward the spring on the left side of the photograph.
[image: ]
The CCC built this stone wall at the spring in the 1930s. The spring is located to the right of the photograph center. 
The Old Crest Road route is located several feet above the stone wall.
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