





Report of Log Bucking and Stacking by Hotshots in Nine Mile Picnic Area
 on Saturday, June 10, 2023

Sam Beard and Lou Romero
June 11, 2023
Nine Mile Picnic Area is being completely reconstructed with two new concrete restrooms, numerous picnic tables, and two groups of three tables each as family sites. To make room for the new “footprint”, 50 to 60 trees were felled recently by fire fighters including the 14 hazard trees selected by Sam Beard.
On Saturday, June 10, a large crew of Hotshots from Arizona bucked the felled trees and other logs found in the adjacent forest. The wood was stacked in about 15 piles along the picnic area roads. Over a cord of wood was stacked in a large pile in the upper parking lot.
At 10 am on Saturday, Lou Romero, Sam Beard, and Michael Arndt met with Taylon Chesser, the CNF project engineer, to plan the FOSM project on Wednesday, June 14, to move the wood from the picnic area to the old highway near the picnic area entrance. After the plans were completed, Michael, Sam, and Glenn Beard, Sam’s son, bucked and piled a half-dozen logs near the picnic area entrance. These trees included a large aspen with a dead top that Sam had selected as a hazard tree.
Project photos are presented below.
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Hotshot crew moving bucked wood from the old group reservation area to the picnic area road. All photos by Sam Beard
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Crew members throwing pieces of wood to each other in the old group area.
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Hotshots moving wood from the forest to the group area and the road. Sawyers are bucking logs in the forest down the hill.
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The contractor removed the upper restroom from this site and left the two holes in the concrete floor open to the vault below.
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CNF engineer Taylon Chesser brought his chuck wagon setup to the upper parking lot and cooked hamburgers
for his sons, the FOSM crew, and a few of the Hotshots.
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Michael Arndt bucking the large rounds from the aspen felled here. Note the Globe Hotshots truck parked in the background.
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Hotshots passing bucked wood from the forest to the road along the Challenge Trail near the picnic area entrance.
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Hotshots in the lower parking lot where Michael continued to buck the large rounds
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Hotshots passing more wood to the road, and two Hotshots waiting for Michael to complete a cut
 so that they could stack the wood.
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Hotshots passing wood from the center of the picnic area to the road.
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Michael bucking another round that the Hotshots will stack
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Three stacks of wood along the road from the picnic area entrance.
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Five stacks of wood along the road from the lower parking lot to the upper parking lot.
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Pile of asphalt and boulders in the upper parking lot removed from the old paths and table sites. Note the large pile of wood
 in the background. Paths in the new picnic area will be covered with crusher fines with an expected life of 15 years.
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