[image: A rocky cliff with trees and a blue sky
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This photo of the rockfall on the Crest Spur Trail was sent to Russell Berman last weekend by Anna Brown, an acquaintance. Russell forwarded it to me with the suggestion that it might be a good project for the Monday trail maintenance crew. Indeed, it was! (This photo is looking south)

[image: A large rock on a rocky hillside
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This photo taken last week, shows one of the large boulders included in the rockfall. (Photo looking north)
[image: ]
This is how the rockfall appeared to the crew upon their arrival at the site Monday morning.


[image: A group of people walking on a rocky trail
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The first step was to size things up and decide the 
safest way to clear the rocks away. It was a narrow 
section of trail and required a coordinated effort to
complete the job.
[image: A group of people in hard hats on a dirt path
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The rockfall went long enough along the trail to allow for
multiple people to work on it at the same time without getting
in each other’s way or compromising safety.
[image: A group of people with hard hats and shovels

Description automatically generated]
Shovels were handy for moving the smaller rocks off the 
trail.

[image: A group of people in hard hats digging a rocky area
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Hands-on work was often required to move some of the larger stones buried in the rubble.

[image: A group of people on a rocky cliff
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This photo shows how close the trail is to the drop-off
at this spot. There were rock outcroppings below the
trail all along here. It was interesting to note that
every rock, regardless of its size, broke into a shower of
smaller stones every time they hit those rocks and fell
into the forest floor below. Somebody suggested that 
one reason limestone is used to make cement is that
it is so easy to crush.
[image: A group of people wearing hard hats
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While Dan and John contemplate removal of a big
boulder, Rene tosses some small stuff over the edge.
[image: A group of people digging a hole in a rocky area

Description automatically generated]
Some supporting rock is being removed to allow moving
of the large boulder toward the trail edge.


[image: A group of men in hard hats pushing a rock
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Using a rock bar and muscle, John, Patrick and Dan
move a big boulder off the trail….
[image: A group of men in hard hats and yellow helmets on rocks
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There it goes!! That thing broke into a BIG shower 
of smaller stones when it hit the rocks below.

[image: A group of people digging up a rocky hill

Description automatically generated]
Some finishing touches to clear the trail.


[image: A stone stairs outside with rocks
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The rockfall occurred just above the concrete
stairway on the Crest Spur trail. Since we were 
there, the crew cleaned the debris off the stairs.
It was noted that the handrail along the bottom side
of the stairway was a bit wobbly as some of the bolts
were loose. No-one on the crew had an appropriate tool  
to tighten them. So that task is deferred. (Anyone with a mid-size crescent wrench could easily complete this task.)
[image: A person and person walking up a staircase

Description automatically generated]
The cleanup crew returns from their work on the stairway.

[image: A group of people standing on a rocky hill

Description automatically generated]
The rockfall has been removed and the trail is clear. Our crew, left to right; Jamey Browning, René Archer, John Cooper, Byron Garner, Michael Arndt, Silke Bletzer, Patrick Goschke and Dan Benton. (Not pictured, Bob Lowder)
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