






Report of FOSM Project to Cut Brush along Forest Road 333
 below La Luz Trailhead, Wed., November 29, 2023

Sam Beard
On Wednesday, November 29, Seven FOSM volunteers, Bob Gore, and Christopher Baca, Recreation Field Operations Manager, removed brush along Forest Road 333 that was encroaching on the pavement or blocking views of oncoming traffic on curves. 
The crew started at La Luz Trailhead and worked down the road. Bob and Chris provided traffic control, and fortunately, relatively few vehicles passed the crew. At the first switchback, the crew cut much brush that was encroaching on the pavement and tall elm brush that was adjacent to the road. The crew continued down the road until 12:30 when they ate lunch at La Luz Trailhead parking lot. They then continued cutting brush below where the one-way road from Juan Tabo Picnic Area joins FR-333 again. The plan is to return to this road and complete the brushing down to the junction with the road to La Cueva PA.
The volunteers were Jerry Carroll, Cliff Giles, Dan Benton, Sim Cook, Jamey Browning, Eric Russell, and Sam Beard.
Project photos are presented below.
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Top: Tall elm brush at first switchback below La Luz Trailhead.
 Bottom: Switchback after elm brush was removed. Photo by Sam Beard
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Sim Cook cutting brush below the first switchback with long-handle loppers. All photos by Cliff Giles
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Jerry Carroll cutting brush with his chain saw.
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Chris Baca controlling traffic below the crew.
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Jamey Browning removing mountain mahogany that was cut by one of the sawyers. 
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Eric Russell using a chain saw to cut brush.
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Sam Beard swamping for sawyer Jerry Carroll.
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It was a beautiful early winter day with cold temperatures in the morning and comfortable conditions later.

[image: ]
Eric Russell swamping for Dan Benton who is cutting brush with a power clearing saw with a steel blade.
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Jamey cutting brush with loppers and Sim Cook removing the slash.
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Dan using the clearing saw that has a special blade that can be used to cut small trees.
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Another view of our beautiful Sandia Mountains.
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Bob Gore providing downhill traffic control on the lower part of the road.
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