Trail Maintenance Report: Monday, March 11, 2024
Byron Garner

On the crisp morning of March 11, the Monday trail crew hiked 130 S and Faulty Loop from Canyon Estates to add another "tour of duty" on this frequently visited trail to clear trees reported by Jeff Young. These efforts included removing a four inch and six inch overhanging oak (unreported) and a thirteen inch poorly supported ponderosa pine leaning down slope across the trail. The base of this still green ponderosa was rooted but not solidly and, with the combination of these features, careful consideration was required in planning our strategy of managing  the potentially complex stress loading. After one strategic and strenuous under bucking cut requiring a full team effort, this reluctant but cooperative sentinel of the forest was on the ground but still claiming the trail as its territory. With a bit more diligent effort and two more cuts, the trail had been reclaimed and opened for business. With the warming but somewhat overcast day, the melting patchy snow and thawing trail were well into their menacing ways, but with luck we found a dry and comfortably warm place for lunch at the junction complete with a much appreciated courtesy lunch log. The trail was clear of down fall for the remainder of our return hike on an enjoyable day on the mountain. The crew included John Cooper, Ken Wilson, Dave McCrery and Jamey Browning.
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Dave secures a rope for the final pull on this oak while Ken and John stand by for assist
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Jamey begins bucking to clear the way
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John digs in for the final drag
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Dave secures the safety rope as the calculations begin on our trophy tree and John, Ken and Jamey add up the numbers
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Jamey kicks off the team effort with the bucking
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Ken continues while the rest, rest
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John earns his under bucking chops
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John leans in to reclaim the trail
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Dave, Ken, John, and Jamey enjoy satisfaction with the day's work
image7.png




image8.png




image9.png




image1.jpeg




image2.png




image3.png




image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




