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Description automatically generated]
Good example of some of the smaller diameter trees that
needed to be removed from Challenge trail.
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Description automatically generated]
Yet another of the smaller trees fallen across Challenge Trail.
The folding Silky-type saws were ideal for this type of work.
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Description automatically generated]
This tall, heavily branched live fir tree had fallen
along the upper margin of Challenge trail and the 
branches were protruding well into the trail space.
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Description automatically generated]
After the branches had been removed, the trunk of the
tall fir tree was cut into sections and removed from
the trail.
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Description automatically generated]
The fallen fir has been removed and the trail is now 
clear at this location.
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Description automatically generated]
It was determined that this previously cut fallen tree was a bit too close to the upper trail margin, so it was cut back.
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Description automatically generated]
Another fallen tree that was protruding into the 
trail is being cut back.
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Description automatically generated]
The crew has arrived at the first of the two twenty-inch diameter trees blocking Challenge trail. It was one of a jumbled mess of four trees at this site. There are two fallen trees of about five and three inches in diameter hung-up in the trees to the upper left of the photo and another ten-inch diameter dead tree unseen on the ground to the upper right of the photo. Our usual pre-work discussion has begun to determine the safest and most effective way to clear all this off.
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Description automatically generated]
Crew members work to remove some branches and bark at the cut locations. Dirt can sometimes accumulate in the bark of fallen trees which can then act as an abrasive that dulls the teeth of crosscut saws. Sharpening a crosscut saw is a complicated, time-consuming matter that requires special skills and tools to do properly. Therefore, care is always taken to protect the teeth and keep them sharp.
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Description automatically generated]
All the trees involved at this location can be seen in this photo. Ropes have been applied to remove and control the first hang-up as its trunk is partially cut. Once the partial cut at the base of the tree is done, the sawyer moves away and the hang-up is pulled away from the supporting tree and falls to the ground. (NOTE: The observers in the background to the right in the photo are NOT under the supporting tree at all, but well down the trail. I know that because one of them is me. – Bob L.)
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Description automatically generated]
The overhead hang-ups have been removed and the first cut to remove the fallen tree is started.
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Description automatically generated]
Another cut being made on the large fallen tree. 
Two sawyers are used as much as possible when
using crosscut saws. Once the tree is almost completely cut through, the final cut is made from the uphill side and the finishing strokes are made by a certified sawyer using the tip of the saw. 
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Description automatically generated]
The “Big Mess” in the previous photos has been cut away and Challenge is now clear at this location.
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Description automatically generated]
This second twenty-inch diameter fallen live fir was blocking Challenge trail about ¼ mile above the first fallen tree.
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Description automatically generated]
The crew is completing one of the two cuts needed to remove the fallen fir from Challenge trail. The first fallen tree appeared to have been dead for a while, so the wood had begun to soften just a little bit. Not so on this one. The top was still fully green and it seemed that its fall was quite recent. The wood did not appear to enjoy being cut and its opposition was vigorous. After the application of numerous wedges and ample WD-40 saw lubrication, the job was completed.
[image: ]
The crew is all smiles as the major work for the day has been completed. All that was left was a bit of minor trail tread work on the return trip to the Capulin PA parking lot. 
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