[image: A tree trunk in a forest

Description automatically generated]
This 13-inch diameter fir had broken off about six feet up its
base and fell into a group of small trees on the lower margin of Challenge trail.

[image: A person in a hard hat holding a large tree

Description automatically generated]
Branches are removed from the top portion of the tree
so that the trunk could be cut to get the tree closer to the ground. This would make it safer to do all the work
necessary to remove it. 

[image: A group of men in hard hats and overalls standing on a tree trunk

Description automatically generated]
Once the trunk had been lowered, removal can begin. A tree this
size can require a number of cuts before the sections are small enough to move off the trail. All the fallen trees removed Monday were green which made the wood quite heavy.

[image: A group of people standing on a tree trunk

Description automatically generated]
With the trunk finally on the ground, additional cuts are made to get the sections down to sizes that can be safely moved off the trail.


[image: A group of people cutting a tree

Description automatically generated]
The crew stabilizes the trunk as the final cut is
made prior to moving the sections off the trail.


[image: A group of people in the woods

Description automatically generated]
Not far down Challenge trail from the first fallen tree, the crew came upon this second one. It was a 16-inch diameter fir. The crew has begun the analysis that is always done before the work begins.

[image: A group of people standing in a forest

Description automatically generated]
With the limbing just about done, the removal cuts can begin.


[image: A person cutting a tree with a saw

Description automatically generated]
If hand tools are used, a tree this size is well  
suited for a crosscut saw.
[image: A group of people in the woods

Description automatically generated]
The big tree has been removed and the trail is now
clear.

[image: A group of people in a forest

Description automatically generated]
The top of a fallen fir was protruding into Challenge trail, so it was cut back.

[image: A group of trees in a forest

Description automatically generated]
The tops of a number of firs had fallen onto Challenge trail completely blocking it.
[image: A group of people in the woods

Description automatically generated]
The crew works to remove the bloackage.

[image: A group of people in a forest

Description automatically generated]
The tops of the fallen trees shown in the previous
photos had created a shady spot sheltering about 
three feet of snow. It was moved away to provide 
a safe passage for users.

[image: A fallen tree in the woods

Description automatically generated]
This 14-inch diameter fir had fallen over 10K South trail a short distance above the Challenge trail junction. It fell between the two split trunks of another fir just off the lower margin of the trail. 


[image: A person standing in a forest

Description automatically generated]
As can be seen in this photo, the fallen tree was well into headspace and presented a hazard to those passing under it.

[image: A group of men cutting a tree

Description automatically generated]
Once safely on the ground, the tree is cut and removed from the trail.

[image: A forest with trees and a stone wall

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
The overhead hazard is gone and 10K South is clear at this point.

[image: A group of men in the woods

Description automatically generated]
“There’s always one more…” This tree, on 10KS, likely cut
back some time ago, was now protruding into the trail
tread. As is shown, it was cut back.

[image: A group of men wearing hard hats and gloves

Description automatically generated]
The Monday Crew – Left to right; Ken Wilson, Jamey Browning, David McCreery, John Cooper and Byron Garner (Not pictured – Bob Lowder)
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