



Report of FOSM Project to Remove Graffiti Tags High on the Mountain East
of the End of Candelaria Road, Friday, June 7

Sim Cook and Fred Hagstrom
On Friday, June 7, Sim Cook and Fred Hagstrom hiked up the mountain from near the end of Candelaria Road to the site of several graffiti tags on boulders. Fred is a retired college professor, who volunteered to go with Sim for the removal of the graffiti.  This hike in steep terrain was made even more difficult, because Sim and Fred had to carry a bottle of graffiti removal chemical, bottles of water to wash off the paint and chemical residue, and tools (such as a bucket, paint brushes, and scrub brushes). 
Sim met Fred at 7:00 a.m. in the parking lot, and Fred led Sim up to the huge rock face of the water fall area.  Sim had a back pack with two gallons of water in it, and they carted up all the other stuff for the removal plus the liquid.  The gnats almost ate them alive!  It was a gnarly, very steep hike to get to the graffiti. Initially, they hiked about a 1/2 mile from the cars up about 300 feet to 400 feet to a very steep face to get to the three graffiti sites above the huge water fall area.  They worked at three sites where there were tags.  Sim said that you almost had to be a mountain goat to get to it.  They had to do three applications of the chemical on everything. 
After they finished those, they left all their gear, and Fred led Sim up much higher about another half to ¾ of a mile through huge boulders and rock faces until it leveled off. They then hiked up the canyon on top to view the other bigger graffiti site.  They returned, and Sim skidded down a number of really steep areas, picked up their gear and returned to the cars at 9:30.  It would be a huge, really tough hike to take off the graffiti farther up in the future! Fred was excellent help throughout the project.
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Fred Hagstrom who led Sim to the graffiti sites on the steep west side of the mountain east
 of the end of Candelaria Road.
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Large “Don’t Give Up” tag before the chemical was applied. Note the chemical, brushes, water jug, and
bucket to carry these materials. All photos by Sim Cook
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The same boulder after the graffiti was removed.
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“AXR” tag. Note the two gallons of water that weigh 16 pounds and had to be carried up the mountain.
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“Lopez 2024” and heart tag.
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“Person with Heart” tag.
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Last batch of graffiti that they removed in a real tight alcove up high with an over hang
that was tough to get to.
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