[image: A group of people in a tree

Description automatically generated]
After the crew has studied the fallen tree and work assignments have been given, the removal process begins. The first step was to cut away branches from the section of trunk that was to be removed to allow safe working space for the crew. 


[image: A person standing on a tree trunk

Description automatically generated]
This photo shows the lower portion of the trunk which had broken off its base, shown in the upper left corner of the picture. It is easy to see the variation in trunk diameter on this tree. John is standing on the trail tread.

[image: A group of people cutting a tree

Description automatically generated]
The first cut is started on the upper portion of 
the trunk.
[image: A group of people in the woods

Description automatically generated]
The second cut is started on the lower section of the trunk.


[image: A person in a hard hat and white hard hat kneeling on a tree trunk

Description automatically generated]
Finishing the second cut. This was an odd-shaped tree.
[image: A group of people in a forest

Description automatically generated]
The trail is clear. The middle cut portion of the tree has been moved off the lower side of the trail. The remaining large bottom section of the trunk, which had been located uphill to the right in this picture, was wrestled down and now serves as a bench for Bill. We felt that sooner or later gravity would have moved that large trunk section down onto the trail, so we decided to just speed up the process a bit.

Monday’s crew (Left to right) Bill Perkins, Susan Gregory, Phil Cromer, Bob Lowder, Ken Wilson, John Cooper, Jeff Kokos and Rav Nicholson. (Not pictured – Jamey Browning)

[image: A dirt path in the woods

Description automatically generated]
This five-inch diameter dead aspen had fallen over 10K South trail. It was removed.
[image: A person walking on a dirt path in the woods

Description automatically generated]
Dead aspen gone; trail clear.

[image: A group of people in a forest

Description automatically generated]
This fallen aspen had been suspended about 12 feet above 10K South trail. Its trunk had been held between two trees high up the hill to the right of the photo. It did not appear to be well supported. We decided to check it to see if it would be safe to leave. A rope was attached and with only a light pull, it came down easily. It was cut away.
[image: A dirt path through a forest

Description automatically generated]
Fallen aspen is no longer a hazard. 

[image: A group of people walking in the woods

Description automatically generated]
Shown is one of about five or so dead oak trees ranging
in size from two to five inches in diameter that were leaning over Tree Spring trail. Some had branches that were hanging down into head space, particularly for someone on horseback, and others that were unstable, creating a hazard. They were removed. 

[image: A group of people in white hard hats looking at trees

Description automatically generated]
Clearing an area around the base of a dead oak for 
a cut and an escape route for the sawyer.
The tree was removed.

[image: A grassy field with trees and mountains in the background

Description automatically generated]
One of the runs on the Sandia Peak Ski Area where 10K South
trail crosses. The grass on some of these runs was so thick
and tall that they resembled Kansas wheat fields.
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