From Canyon Young, 6-18-25
2. Hazard trees along Crest-area trails (see topo map below for location of mastication project area)

This is in reference to an earlier email conversation in which Jerry brought up the possibility of felling some snags hanging over certain trails up top. We have authority per a NEPA project done some years ago to fell hazard trees along trails around the district. Since there are too many such trees to practically mark and send you maps of, consider this the go-ahead from me to start felling hazard trees that are leaning toward and within 1.5 tree lengths of designated trails.

**When doing this in the greater Crest/Tram area, please make sure that you have enough people in the crew on any given day to have trail guards posted on either side of the active felling operation to keep hikers out of harm's way, since the area is so heavily used. Also, please use caution in matching each felling situation with sawyer skills. There are a lot of rotten, structurally compromised trees up there with high hangup potential. This is a great opportunity for newer sawyers to get some felling practice, just make sure you don't get new sawyers into situations in which they're in over their heads.**

See the topo map below with the upcoming forest restoration/mastication project boundaries demarked by the gray-shade polygon. The project area's northern boundary is the Crest Hwy, and the southern boundary follows the Kiwani's Meadow Road to the Crest Trail junction, down Crest to the Kiwani's Meadow Trail junction, down Kiwani's Meadow Trail to the Switchback junction, then down Switchback to the Ellis Service Road.
Since this forestry project is impending, it would be kind of a waste of time to fell hazard trees within this project area that will soon be masiticated by a contractor anyway, so let's focus efforts outside of it (that can include along the portions of trails that form the boundary, just on the opposite side and therefore outside the project area).

If I'm remembering correctly, there are a handful of trees meeting hazard tree specs along the uphill/southwest side of the Kiwani's Meadow Road (just outside the mastication project area), so that might be a good place to start as you'd presumably be able to drive in there and haul out firewood.


[image: ]



image1.png




