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Judith A. Habicht Mauche is Professor Emerita of Anthropology at the University of California, Santa Cruz and currently resides in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Her research interests include the study of the technology, production, and exchange of ancient pottery from the American Southwest and Southern Plains. She is an expert in the archaeological application of mineralogical, chemical, and isotopic techniques for sourcing artifacts, reconstructing past technologies, and tracing ancient trade routes and patterns of cross-cultural interaction. Since the 1990s, she has been awarded a series of grants from the National Science Foundation to support the application of lead isotope and various chemical compositional analyses to explore the origin, spread, and eventual demise of glaze-paint technology among the Ancestral Rio Grande Pueblos of New Mexico and its connections to broader social changes and regional dynamics during the fourteenth through seventeenth centuries. Over the last three decades, Prof. Habicht Mauche and her colleagues have published a series of papers outlining the successful results of these innovative research efforts. Her work has appeared in various professional journals including American Antiquity, the Journal of Archaeological Science, Kiva, and Plains Anthropologist, and has been featured in popular magazines, such as American Archaeology and Archaeology Southwest. Her monograph on The Pottery from Arroyo Hondo Pueblo, New Mexico (1993) has become a standard reference on Ancestral Pueblo pottery from the northern Rio Grande Valley. In addition, she has co-edited four volumes, The Social Life of Pots: Glaze Wares and Cultural Dynamics in the Southwest, AD 1250-1680 (2006), Potters and Communities of Practice: Glaze Paint and Polychrome Pottery in the American Southwest, A.D. 1250 to 1700 (2013), Tijeras Pueblo at the Crossroads: Archaeology, Cultural Heritage, and Public Education (2024) and Attributes to Networks: Doing Archaeology at Multiple Scales with Multiple Voices (In Press). In 2009, the Society for American Archaeology presented Prof. Habicht Mauche with its Award for Excellence in Archaeological Analysis, which honors an archaeologist whose “innovative and enduring research has made a significant impact on the discipline.” This award highlighted Prof. Habicht Mauche’s specific contributions to the field of ceramic materials analysis in archaeology. 


Dave Phillips has been involved in archaeology for 56 years! After serving as a student volunteer on a dig in 1970, he decided to become an archaeologist and acquired a B.A., an M.A., and a Ph.D. After teaching for two years (1979–1981) he switched to cultural resource management (CRM)—specifically, identifying and excavating sites in the path of proposed economic development. During those years (1981–2003), Dave mostly worked in Arizona and New Mexico. He also developed a side interest in the prehistory of northwest Mexico. His specific positions included field and lab archaeologist, field supervisor, project director, principal investigator, and program manager. In 2003, Dave became the curator of archaeology at the Maxwell Museum, UNM. In 2015 he became the museum’s interim museum director. Since retiring in 2018 he has served as a volunteer for the Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service.


