PERSEVERANCE

The 100 YEAR MINUTE
100 years ago, the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified and became the law of the land.  The 19th Amendment prohibits the states and the federal government from denying the right to vote to citizens of the United States on the basis of sex.  
It was a long and rocky road to this successful conclusion.  The amendment was originally introduced in Congress in 1878 by Senator Aaron Sargent of California.  It took 42 years for this to become part of the Constitution.
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100 years ago, the 19th Amendment guaranteed women the right to vote, but the women in Wyoming had already been voting. Wyoming entered the U.S. as a Territory in 1869 and had given women full voting rights from the beginning.
20 years later, when Wyoming was applying for statehood, its new constitution affirmed the right of women to vote.  When Congress threatened to deny the Territory statehood unless it removed the provision allowing women to vote, Wyoming refused, and Congress gave in.
Wyoming became the first state in the nation to grant women full voting rights when it became the country’s 44th state in 1890.

The 100 YEAR MINUTE
100 years ago, in 1920, women won the guaranteed right to vote with the passage of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution.  It didn’t happen overnight.
The idea had been proposed in state legislatures since before the Civil War, but it had been largely ignored.  It was first introduced as a Constitutional Amendment in 1878.  
First proposed in 1878.  Finally passed in 1920.  42 years.  
No, it didn’t happen overnight.

100 Year Minute
Women finally gained the right to vote with the passage of the 19th Amendment 100 years ago.  But, earlier than that, in the 1840’s, a group of women gathered AT A CONVENTION to discuss women’s rights.  Together, they resolved a woman should be able to keep and control funds she raised, and she should also be able to divorce an abusive husband.   This was at a time when married women had no right to property or even their own wages.  But, the most controversial demand made at that convention was Women Should Have the Right to Vote.  NOT EVERYONE agreed.

100 Year Minute
100 years ago, women’s suffrage – the right to vote in an election – became a reality with the 19th Amendment to the Constitution.  The women who campaigned for this right to vote were called “Suffragists.”  
One of their earliest efforts was a Declaration written in 1848 by Elizabeth Cady Stanton which sounds pretty familiar at the very beginning:  We hold these truths to be self-evident:  that all men and women are created equal…”  The difference is that “women” has been added.  It concludes with the demand that women have immediate admission to all the rights and privileges which belong to them as citizens of the United States.
Newspapers and journals at the time called this idea “ridiculous,” but suffragists’ meetings began being held in state after state to continue the discussion.  With time, what was once called “ridiculous” became the 19th Amendment to the Constitution.

100 Year Minute
100 years ago, the 19th Amendment to the Constitution passed and women across the country finally won the right to vote.  They’d been fighting for it for over 70 years.
Sometimes when we want change, we want it now and we feel like giving up when it doesn’t come quickly.  But think about starting to work for a change 70 years ago.  What was even happening in the world back then? 70 years ago, China became a Communist country under Chairman Mao, and RCA began broadcasting color television in the US.  That sounds like ancient history.  YES, the fight for the Women’s Vote was a LONG fight.

100 Year Minute
100 years ago, in 1920, the 19th Amendment gave the right to vote to women across the country regardless of the state they lived in.  This effort started with a declaration by a dedicated group of women in 1848 at a convention in NY, so you could say it took over 70 years.
Why so long?
There were some powerful interests opposed to women gaining the franchise.  For instance, the liquor producers and saloon owners were afraid women would vote against them if they had the vote.  Manufacturers didn’t like the idea either because women might vote against child labor.
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