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This 17’ diameter fallen tree and two smaller leaners behind it were located on Faulty trial a short distance south of the Sulphur trail junction.




[image: ]
Jerry carries away one of the two leaners previously cut by Cleve.
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Apprentice sawyers Cleve Sharp and Cliff Giles begin first cut on the fallen 17’ diameter tree under supervision of the B-Level sawyers in the group.
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Jim and Dave starting the second cut on the Faulty trail tree. Cliff looks on.
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Jim and Dave have finished the cut and prepare to move the cut section off the trail.
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This 6” diameter “porcupine” dead fir was hung up parallel to Tree Spring trail 
and made passing by difficult. It was secured with ropes and then removed.
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Jim directs the removal of limbs from the hung-up tree. Ropes securing it can be seen to the left. The limbs were cut away slowly and methodically.







[image: ]
After most of the limbs have been removed, Jim cuts away the top of the tree. Then the last supporting branches (at the left) were removed and the remaining trunk was lowered to the ground.
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The “porcupine” tree has been removed and that section of Tree Spring trail
is now clear.
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Jerry pauses along the trail at the next fallen tree to perform the usual
“look up, look down, look all around” situational awareness safety check which is
always done before any work begins. He is looking for widow makers (hung-up 
broken branches) or other hazards that might endanger the crew.
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Jim and Jerry do one of the cuts on a fallen tree.
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Jerry and Bob taking their turn.
[image: ]
The crew is putting the protective sheath back on the crosscut saw so that it
can be safely carried. The cant hook leans against the cut log. It is used to help
move the cut section off the trail.
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Bob checks out a four-tree “train wreck” that had completely blocked Tree Spring
trail. The mangled mess seen behind the 27’ diameter fallen fir consisted of three 6”
diameter green firs. There were very poor walk-around opportunities here. 
A portion of such a hazardous-walk around goes up the hill behind Bob. This was
the “granddaddy” of all the trees removed that day.
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Cleve works to clear the fallen green fir trees to clear the trail and give the crew
access to that side of the big tree so it can be cut.
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The crew starts the first cut on the big tree.
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The big tree pulled up a huge root ball when it fell. It held many big rocks and
was way too heavy for the crew to move.
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Sometimes the big trees require some serious wedging to keep the kerf open and thus prevent the saw from becoming stuck.
[image: ]
The first cut is finished. The broken stump in the foreground was later removed.
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Bob and Jerry work on the second cut on the big tree. Clearing this whole train wreck took well over an hour.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Big tree has been cut away. Big tree crew (left to right) Bob Lowder, Jim Levesque, Jerry Pekarek and Cliff Giles. (Not pictured – Photographer  Bill Savage)  Remaining crew members, Byron Garner, Cleve Sharp and Dave McCreery were working up the trail on two other trees.
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