

Bob Lowder selected a 26” dead fir tree to cut in Dan’s Loop.
The wood is to be donated to the East Mountain Wood Ministry
for the needy.


Photo by Jerry Carroll.



The tree comes crashing down.  Sam Beard is visible in the 
photo behind the tree watching from a very safe distance away.  Bob is the orange speck moving quickly away from the falling tree.  (He’s fast)!


All photos by Sally Lowder except where otherwise noted.



After having limbed the big tree, Bill White starts cutting the tree into manageable sized logs for hauling and splitting.  The
splitting will be done below the hill they are on.  Stay tuned for log tossing and rolling!


Jerry C. assisting Sam cutting the large end of the tree.  Michael Arndt is starting the process to roll the logs (cut to fireplace size length) downhill for the next team awaiting work.














While Sam continues to cut, Michael, Bill W. and Jerry continue
to move the logs downhill.




Bill W. continues cutting and Sam begins tossing smaller cut portions downhill.  Sally Lowder is the safety monitor below to keep logs going in the right direction and making sure others are safe.  





Okay Sam, here are the last few pieces on this end.  They are
bigger than the ones you were throwing!  Wonder how Bill will
feel tomorrow?




Michael wrestling a large log to roll downhill.  Before he let go of each piece, there was a warning whistle from Michael. Very smart thinking on his part.  








Waiting below were Bob and Dennis Crowther ready to score the
logs about 3” deep.  This made splitting the logs much easier.
While the tree was DEAD—tree should be dry and easy to split—right?  Wrong.  This tree was solid and while not sappy, it was
plenty wet and heavy.  It made splitting a bit harder; hence, the scoring of the wood.


The “Master Splitter” Lou Romero, begins his work.  He has already split one round and is now on the second.  He has much work to do, but I bet others step in to help!


Lou continues to pound away on the steel wedges.  Jerry C.
observes Lou’s technique.  




Meanwhile, Dennis Crowther is changing a chain on the saw he
was using.  Doesn’t take long for the chains to get dull.




Bill W. found out that the saws get thirsty too!  Oh, those gas fumes.  Keeps the mind sharp!






Dan Benton shows his strength by hauling these logs a nice
distance to the USFS truck.



Yup, the work is winding down now.  That’s quite a load of
wood.  Eric Russell was the mastermind in getting all the
log pieces in just the right places.  It was estimated that
1 chord of wood went down the mountain to be stored at SRD.






While eating lunch, a White Spotted Sawyer Beetle came to
join us.  He was most photogenic and a great hit with 
everyone.  Rick Buss confirmed that we had accurately 
identified this wood boring beetle.  







The wood is unloaded at SRD by Eric, Dan and Bill W.
Bob is returning to help; maybe they will be done by the
time he gets there if he moves slowly. :>) 


Here is the hard-working crew at Dan’s Loop. (Not named for Dan Benton).  

Back row:  Michael Arndt, Lou Romero, Dan Benton, Bob Lowder, Bill White.

Front row:  Jerry Carroll, Sam Beard, Dennis Crowther and Eric Russell.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Do you know how hard it was to get the guys to remove their hats so I could see their faces?  It is a “guy thing”. There was also concern about possible glare from their heads.  Way to go Lou!  

Photo by Sally Lowder who kept the guys in line for one morning!
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